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The British Methodist Youth Choir
(BMYC) gave their final concert of the
2008 season on Saturday October
18th at Grove Methodist Church in
Horsforth, Leeds. The choir, which
celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary
last year, is made up of twenty sing-
ers aged from sixteen to twenty-
seven from all over the UK. For each
choir weekend we travel from places
as far apart as Glasgow and Cam-
bridge. The choir travelled to Grove
Church on Friday night after their
various school lessons, university
lectures and real world jobs had fin-
ished for the week. We then spent
Saturday morning rehearsing before
a trip out to the beautiful Yorkshire
countryside in the afternoon, return-
ing in time for tea and another re-
hearsal before performing an evening
concert to a packed church.

The audience were not disap-
pointed; the choir performed a wide
variety of music to suit every taste,
from madrigals to twentieth-century
classics like �Blue Moon� and a rous-
ing chorus of �O When the Saints� that
the audience joined with great gusto.
We also performed a number of
songs written especially for the choir
by Musical Director Heidi Cottrell and
previous Musical Director Ashley
Thompson: both Heidi and Ashley
have taken traditional hymns like �Oh
Jesus I Have Promised� and �Nearer
My God To Thee� and breathed new
life into them through original ar-
rangements and tunes. These were
sung with a passion and a reverence
which made the concert a moving
spiritual experience as well as musi-
cal entertainment.

The past year has been an event-
ful one for the choir - in addition to
three regular concerts (Solihull,
Rayleigh in Essex and Leeds) we
have also performed at the national
youth gathering �Breakout� and held a
taster weekend in York for prospec-
tive new members. We were pleased
to welcome Anthony Bishop, Ruth
Fasham and Hannah Tweedie at this
weekend as well as to welcome back
Assistant Musical Director Mark Row-
land (in training for the ministry) who

However, the choir was also sad
to say goodbye to three of its longest
serving members, Amy Crampton,
Alison Edmondson and Sharon Ran-
some, who are no longer quite
young enough to be considered
�youths�. Alison was part of the choir
for ten years, first as a soprano then
joining the altos, and both Sharon
and Amy spent about eight and a
half years in the alto section - all will
be greatly missed by the choir.

Retiring choir members Amy Cramp-
ton (front row, left) and Sharon Ran-
some (back row) at a recent re-
hearsal, with current MD Heidi
Cottrell conducting.

If this year has been busy, next year
promises to be just as packed with
concerts planned for Aberystwyth,
Tewkesbury, Manchester and Ban-
bury and a tour of Cornwall in the
summer holidays. We are always
interested in hearing from prospec-
tive members, at the moment we are
particularly looking for new tenors
and basses. Although the standard
of singing is high and a good level of
sight reading is required, there is no
audition and singers aged between
sixteen and twenty-seven are en-
couraged to attend a weekend to
see if the choir is for them.

For more information about joining
the choir or hosting them in your cir-
cuit please contact:
Rachel Norman (rachelnorman@
dunelm.org.uk) or Melissa Stansfield
(melissa.stansfield@
googlemail.com)

More details can also be found on
our website, www.bmyc.info. The
website has dates for all the choir�s
upcoming concerts as well as photo
galleries and the BMYC shop.

Welcome to a new venture: the
BMYC pages of Notes! We hope
we will be able to make this a regu-
lar feature. Some of you will be
aware that we used to publish our
own �BMYC Friends� Newsletter to
former members and others who
had elected to be considered
friends of the choir, but issues of
cost and organisation have caused
this to fall by the wayside recently -
apologies to anyone who has been
wondering where the choir had
gone! We can assure you we still
exist and are very active, as our
review of 2008 (adapted from an
article which appeared in the No-
vember 6th issue of the Methodist
Recorder) shows. We have passed
on our Friends details to MCMS so
everyone should have received this
issue of Notes; if you are not happy
with the new arrangements and
wish to be taken off the list please
don�t hesitate to let us know.

We hope that most of those who
have been Friends of the choir in
the past will continue to support us,
and that the wider readership of
Notes may increase the network of
people who are aware of the choir�s
work and come to our concerts! If
anyone wishes to show their sup-
port by making a donation to the
choir�s coffers, please contact our
current Treasurer, Rachel Norman,
at 55A Stratfield Road,
Summertown, Oxford, OX2 7BG
(rachelnorman@dunelm.org.uk).
Cheques should be made payable
to British Methodist Youth Choir.

Members of the BMYC in full voice.

BMYC Review of the
Year: A Successful and
varied 2008 Programme

returned from a year�s exchange
with the Seminary School at Emory
University in Atlanta.
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New Choral MusicNew Choral MusicNew Choral MusicNew Choral Music

Reviewed by Spencer Freeman

AS I WRITE THESE NOTES, I
am surrounded by many
reminders that once again we

are travelling � (at high speed!) � to
Bethlehem and those of us involved
in church music are somewhat pre-
occupied by the immediate demands
of Advent and Christmas. However,
it gives me pleasure at this time of
year to take you on from the here
and now and introduce you to
recently published resources that
could be of interest to you in the
coming months.

Palm Sunday and Easter

First, for Passiontide and Easter, I
commend Alan Smith�s arrangement
for unaccompanied mixed voices of
the traditional Ride on, King Jesus
(Animus, £1.20). Spirituals are not
too often associated with the Easter
season, but this arrangement,
although requiring careful intonation
and tight rhythm, could well serve in
the Palm Sunday service or beyond,
bearing in mind its wider
implications.

Simon Lole has provided a dramatic
setting of George Herbert�s words, I
got me flowers (Encore, £1.75).
Again for unaccompanied mixed
voices, this piece will repay careful
rehearsal to maximise the drama
underlying the text. The composer
has thoroughly detailed the dynamics
which draw out the emotions
embodied in the words. For a
competent group of singers this
could be one of the highlights of the
season.

Finally for this season, we have a

most exhilarating carol-anthem
written by Brian Daniels for mixed/
unison voices and organ, Christ the
Lord who came to save, (Animus,
£1.20). Here is something for
everyone, adaptable, energetic and
celebratory. Marked giocoso, with a
9/8 time signature, this carol totally
reflects the joy of Easter.

Hymn-anthems and meditations

Hilary Tadman-Robins has written a
straightforward hymn-anthem for
mixed voices and organ setting
Charlotte Elliott�s familiar words, Just
as I am (Encore £2.25). Its melody
locks quickly into the mind; it flows
in all expected directions with
varying harmonic treatments. The
third verse is in the relative minor
key and there is an especially well
crafted final verse, from full choir
with descant to a closing, pianissimo,
�Just as I am�. This is a worthy
addition to the repertoire.

Philip Lawson has turned to words
from Robert Herrick for his effective
Litany to the Holy Spirit (Encore
£1.75). This is very much in the
style of a hymn-anthem for SATB
and organ which would be
particularly suitable for healing
services. No musical problems here
� an anthem to be welcomed by
singers and their accompanist as
they voice �sweet Spirit, comfort me�.

Deep Peace, by Stephen
Burtonwood, (Animus £1.20) is the
latest setting of the Gaelic Prayer to
reach me. Here the composer has
provided a fully accessible setting for
mixed voices and organ, an excellent

resource for use during prayers or
particularly as a benediction. I
cannot recommend this too highly.

O Jesu, blessed Lord, by Alan Lees,
(Animus £1.00) comes in the form of
a motet for unaccompanied mixed
voices. Well-shaped and with music
extending the meaning of the words,
this piece would be ideal for a group
of singers during a communion
service or in prayers of thanksgiving.

For upper voices only�

Antony Baldwin�s A prayer of St
Teresa of Avila (Animus, £1.00),
better known as the text
commencing, �Christ has no body
now but yours�, is largely in unison
with occasional division into two
parts discreetly accompanied by the
organ.
Simon Lole�s For the beauty of the
earth, (Encore, £2.25), is a more
extended setting of the familiar
hymn, with individual verses
providing opportunities for unison,
two-part, solo and descanting voices
respectively.
For churches which maintain ladies�
choirs, these new original
compositions are well worth
exploration.

Happy music making in 2009!

Publishers� details

Animus: 4 Rawlinson Street,
DALTON IN FURNESS, Cumbria
LA15 8AL
Encore Publications: Juglans
House, Brenchly Road, MATFIELD,
Kent TN12 7DT
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MCMS 2008 ConferenceMCMS 2008 ConferenceMCMS 2008 ConferenceMCMS 2008 Conference����a photo gallerya photo gallerya photo gallerya photo gallery
All photos by Rob Newton

This conference could well have been arranged by ArtServe, because there was plenty of alternative workshop
activity to interest non-musicians. One such delegate attended conference for the first time, primarily as a carer for a
well-known figure at conference who has suffered a bout of ill-health recently, although he is now fit and well again!
She participated with great enthusiasm in the drama group, pictured above left with leader Andrea Moles, and took a
key role in the group�s contribution to Sunday worship. Your editor can be seen listening attentively in the bottom left
hand corner of the picture!
Pictured top right is the Circle Dance workshop, led by Gillian Pengelly in the centre, which also made a memorable
contribution to Sunday Worship.

Conference facilities were enhanced by a bookshop and
resources centre, kindly provided by The Good News
Centre, Loughborough. This facility offered material to
tempt customers with a wide range of interests and
theological persuasions and was well supported
throughout the weekend. Hopefully they will be
represented at Swanwick in 2009!

The bookshop is pictured, left, with a significant number of
browsers, many of whom, no doubt, failed to resist the
temptation to buy!

Despite the competing attractions of alternative art
forms , many seem to come to conference to enjoy a
�good sing�, which they miss in their small
congregations at home. Pictured right is a group of
singers exploring new and less familiar songs for
worship in a workshop led by Alison Adam (seated with
drum, bottom right) and Emily Walker.
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Making the most of free time on the
Saturday afternoon of the choir�s
trip to Sketty, Swansea, in 2007.

New Members
As well as the three new members
who joined at our Taster weekend,
we also welcomed Phillip Bricher at
Rayleigh and Louise Bell (whose
sister Nicola is also in the choir) at
Solihull. With three leaving this
means the choir�s membership has
increased by two this year, which is
good, but with several other mem-
bers coming up to �retirement age�
we are always looking for new peo-
ple, as has already been mentioned
- especially men! Please do con-
sider coming along to meet us at a
weekend in 2009 if you fall within
the age range and enjoy singing, or
if you know of someone who could
join please mention it to them.

2009 Concert Dates

St. Paul�s Methodist Church,
Aberystwyth, 28th March 09

Tewkesbury Methodist
Church, 23rd May 09

Salford Methodist Church,
June 13th 09

Banbury Methodist Church,
October 10th 09

We also hope to tour Cornwall
in July 2009, dates and venues
are yet to be confirmed.

Website update
Earlier this year the choir website had
a bit of a facelift with the aim of mak-
ing it easier to update and to keep it
looking fresh. Unfortunately it was
plagued by numerous technical prob-
lems resulting in contact messages
going missing or people not even be-
ing able to send them, and problems
with our CD & DVD sales. This has
now all been fixed and (as well as
working!), the site now looks a lot
fresher and easier to work with.

One new addition is the �Support
the Choir� section of the website: over
the next few months ideas will be
posted there on the many different
ways you can support the choir, with
downloadable resources to help. If
you have any ideas you feel should
be added, or suggestions for how the
website can be improved, please con-
tact us through the website contact
links.

Past Member News

Former BMYC Member Susanne Platt
and her husband Neil are pleased to
announce the safe arrival of baby
Oliver James (above) on Friday 6th
June 2008, weighing about 9 lbs. It
was also good to see past members
Suzie Kitchin and Andrew Roberts
(when I first joined the choir there
were only four men, and three were
called Andrew!) at our concert in
Leeds, and to catch up with them. If
there is anybody else out there who
used to be in the choir and feels like
contributing their news to our pages of
Notes, please get in touch with me as
BMYC Friends editor: Karen
Edmondson, 22 Tweed Rise, Barrow-
in-Furness, Cumbria LA14 3LX, tel.
01229 474601 or e-mail aberkle1@
yahoo.co.uk.

Any feedback on what you�d like to
see in these pages will also be grate-
fully received, I haven�t done this sort
of thing before! I hope you have en-
joyed reading about the work of
BMYC and will continue to do so in
future editions of Notes.

Message from the
Administrator:
Tell the world about us!
Recruitment activities have been
successful this year with five new
members but it has become very
obvious talking to representatives of
the churches we have been visiting
over the last year that our profile in
the British Methodist Church is lower
than it could be.

A number of churches have com-
mented that they only found out by
accident that we existed by finding
our web site (and in the case of one
member of a church they even con-
fused us with the MAYC Singers!)

So as friends of BMYC or mem-
bers of MCMS I would like to place a
challenge to you, to help us spread
the word that we exist. We are only
small in number and have no na-
tional staff to help us spread the
word, though as a choir we are work-
ing at this as well.

So please pray for the choir to
continue its �mission in song� and its
work with the youth of the Methodist
Church. Consider inviting us to per-
form at your church, let all the youth
know in your church that we exist
and are always willing to accept new
members, download a leaflet and put
one in your church or every church
in your circuit or district. Put adverts
for us in your notices and maga-
zines, help us get the word out that
we exist and are here for the youth
of the Methodist Church and any
other denomination interested.

You could even buy a CD or DVD
and play it to your church or youth
clubs or do things in many other
ways I haven't even thought of. Over
the next few months resources will
become available for you to
download from our website to help in
this mission: feel free to download
whatever you need.
May God bless you all in 2009.

Kevin Soulsby, BMYC Administrator

(Editor�s note: Kevin is currently liv-
ing and working in India but we hope
to see him again soon! He is also the
choir�s webmaster and still gets
away with singing with the basses
despite being officially too old).
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