A note from the Administrator….
2009 is over and it has been a very
busy year. As well as our normal
concerts this was the first year since
2001 that we have attempted a tour,
which was very successful; others
have written up the weekends far
better than I could have so I will
leave you to read up their writeups. The next year is just as busy
with an additional broadcast on
Radio 4 combined with a taster
weekend at Pentecost (see below).
Watch out for the next newsletter for
an announcement about a new
honorary president for the choir, and
look out for details about the choir’s
next CD in 2011! Kevin Soulsby

Summer Tour of Cornwall (July
8th-12th 2009)
It doesn’t seem long to me since the
British Methodist Youth Choir had a
weekend in Harrogate. That was
autumn 2000 and was my first
weekend with the choir. I was a
university student in my second year.
9 years later, about to be stationed
as a probationer presbyter, it was
sadly time to say goodbye. The choir
had been a great group for me over
the 9 years and I was Assistant
Musical Director (aka jack of all
trades: singer, pianist, organist,
occasional conductor...) for the last
few of those years.
A choir tour had long been
proposed and it came to fruition as
BMYC took to the country’s roads
and railways and headed for
Cornwall. We were to meet up at
Camborne Wesley: easy for me as I
had been there before. The opening
pattern was much as for a normal
weekend: arrive, rehearse and go to
hosts’ houses. My own hosts, very
courageously and generously, had
allowed us to stay in their home
while they were away! Another first
for me.

The tour gave time for the choir to
spend time together in social
activities as well as those connected
with singing. We took a day trip to St.
Ives (not encountering, to our
knowledge, any polygamous people
along the way) and were even
blessed with a little sunshine. Fish
and chips looking at the sea
confirmed a true British seaside visit
and it was followed up with a little
busking to attract more people to our
evening concert. Sadly, the seal who
came to the water’s edge – doubtless attracted by our dulcet tones –
did not make it in the evening,
probably as a result of a prior
engagement. The evening’s concert
went well and gave a good opening
to the musical side of the tour.
Thursday took us on a day-trip to
St Michael’s Mount and despite
inclement weather we fortified
ourselves with pasties and intrepidly
traversed the causeway. Some
ascended further to view the castle
and its grounds; others (your
correspondent included) returned to
the village for the homelier comforts
of a local tea shop. The evening’s
concert was at Camborne Wesley
and was well received by the
population of Camborne; we could
consider our time at our first base a
success. The morning would bring a
journey to Launceston, our second
centre of operations. We stopped off
at Truro to sample the delights of the
city and its cathedral or its shopping
(delete as applicable!) and after
lunch carried on our way.

Traffic delays led to us being queued
one behind the other and we arrived
at Launceston together. An evening
concert and a morning service
brought proceedings to an end. It
was, all too soon, time for us to wend
our homeward way, for me for the
last time. As I sit in my study to write
this – the picture that was so kindly
given to me hanging near my desk –
I remember this tour and all the choir
weekends with joy. I wish the choir
well for all its future endeavours!
Mark Rowland

Editor’s note: The choir wishes Mark
well in his ministry and is grateful for
his dedication and service during his
time with us – he will certainly be
missed. Photographs (in sequence):
a hardy few paddle at St. Ives;
rehearsal at Camborne; less glorious
weather at Marazion (St. Michael’s
Mount); ice-creams at St. Ives Mark’s the one on the right - and
busking on the beach there. Next
page (we took a lot of photos on the
tour!): stained glass at Camborne
Wesley; the church at St. Ives.

BMYC Future Concert
Dates - 2010
24th April - Yarm Methodist Church
23rd May - Hinde Street Methodist
Church, London (see article)
3rd July - Trinity Methodist Church,
Barton-upon-Humber
6th November - Hertford Methodist
Church
Please come and hear us sing!

Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 – note
the date!
BMYC will be appearing live on
Radio 4’s ‘Sunday Worship’
programme on 23rd May 2010. The
broadcast is due to begin at 8:10
a.m. The service will be a celebration
of both Pentecost and Aldersgate
Sunday, and will be broadcast from
Hinde Street Methodist Church,
London. BMYC have been invited to
lead worship for the occasion.
Readers who live in the Greater
London area - and who aren’t put off
by the rather uncivilised start time! are more than welcome to join the
congregation for the celebration. The
BBC ask that worshippers be seated
by 7:30 a.m.
Taster weekend
As well as leading worship for the
broadcast, we are also planning to
use the London weekend (21st – 23rd
May 2010) as an opportunity for any
interested young Christians to
sample what a BMYC weekend is
like. We invite anyone aged between
14 and 27 to join us for music,
fellowship and social activities in
London. All expenses will be paid for
by the choir, and there is not
necessarily any commitment to join
after the taster weekend.
It would be fantastic if readers
could pass this invitation on to any
young people in their churches and
circuits who might want to seize the
opportunity. In a world where other
activities for young Christians are
becoming increasingly rare, BMYC
offers an environment of friendship,
fellowship and Christian discipleship
that we believe would appeal to
many young people in the church.
For more details, please either email
the choir administrator at
admin@bmyc.info, or sign up
through the BMYC website at http://
www.bmyc.info/.
Stephen Burgess
Editor’s note: BMYC will always
welcome new members, at any
weekend – the taster weekend offers
a more relaxed environment where
hopefully there will be several
newcomers to the choir, but if
anyone would like to give it a try and
another weekend suits them better
that’s fine as well! We’re really not
that scary…..

Choir Weekend Reviews
In the early summer of 2009, BMYC
performed two concerts in two very
different locations, Tewkesbury
Methodist Church in Gloucestershire
and Patricroft Methodist Church in
Salford, Manchester. The two
churches – one with a largely rural
congregation, where many of the
members lived miles from the
nearest shop or street lamp and the
other in the heart of England’s City of
Industry – reminded us of the
diversity of Methodism, and also of
the things which Methodist churches
have in common: a warm welcome
to strangers, generosity, kindness,
and an overwhelming fondness for
quiche.

We arrived first in Tewkesbury
(May 22nd-24th), where we were
pleased to welcome a new member
to the choir - Hannah Fisher, who
sings alto. As most of the choir knew
Tewkesbury primarily from pictures
of the 2007 floods, we were
pleasantly surprised by the glorious
sunshine that we were blessed with
throughout the weekend. Many
members used their afternoon break
to laze in the sun in the grounds of
the Abbey (pictured above) or on the
banks of the river. The evening
concert went well, as the choir sang
their traditional mix of secular and
spiritual and old and new music.
Philip Bricher gave the choir a break
in the first half as he played a wonderful organ solo. However, the highlight of the weekend was not until the
Sunday morning when the choir was
invited onto Radio Gloucestershire’s
Sunday morning programme.

Heidi Cottrell (Musical Director),
Kevin Soulsby (Choir Administrator),
and Louise Bell (alto and the choir’s
youngest member) discussed their
faith, their love of singing and their
involvement with the choir with the
show’s host Richard Atkins, before
returning to Tewkesbury to join in
worship with the rest of the choir and
the church’s congregation.
Just three weeks later (June 12thth
14 ) a slightly diminished choir
arrived in Manchester. Several
members were unable to come due
to the need to study for exams,
however those who were able to
attend compensated for this with
extra enthusiasm. The choir was
particularly happy to celebrate the
birthdays of two members, Hannah
Tweedie and Melissa Bishop. The
evening concert went very well with
the church completely full; the
audience contained a large number
of the friends and families of choir
members, which was wonderful as
the choir usually sings in locations so
far from members’ home towns that
families are not able to come and
support us. The choir sang well, and
the audience were particularly
impressed by a Rachmaninov
prelude played by Assistant Musical
Director Stephen Burgess. The
weekend ended with worship with
the then President and VicePresident of Conference and a
delicious Sunday roast, before
everyone headed back home.
Rachel Norman

Editor’s note: BMYC also enjoyed a
weekend in Banbury in October (9th
to 11th) - concert pictured above - but
space constraints mean we can’t
quite fit in reviews of everything….
the choir has been busy since the
last newsletter was published! At
Banbury we welcomed two new choir
members, Andrew Bunker singing
tenor and Megan Alexander singing
alto, for a total of four this year.

